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2011 Northern Championship: Rounds 3, 4 & 5 
Venue: Anglesey – Coastal Circuit 
Date: 22nd & 23rd April 2011 
 
Words & Editing: Matt Hawkins 
Race Images: Bourne Photographic (www.bournephotographic.co.uk) 
Presentation Images: Julia Hawkins 

Introduction 

The second meeting of the 2011 Northern FF1600 Championship took place at the Anglesey Circuit 
over the Good Friday and Saturday of Easter weekend; the meeting also being the second event of 
this season’s National Championship.  It was a meeting that saw a new format being tried for the 
championship in the form of a triple header event.  The first day of the meeting featured a qualifying 
session for each of the Post-89 and Pre-90 categories, followed by their first races later in the day, 
with the grid positions being set by the fastest qualifying times.  On day two there were races two and 
three for each of the categories, with the race two grids being set by the race one results and the race 
three grids being decided by the drivers’ second fastest qualifying times.      
 

Post-89 Qualifying 

14 cars took to the circuit for the meeting’s Post-89 qualifying session, in sunny and dry conditions.  In 
the opening laps it was Northern Championship regulars, David McArthur, John Murphy, Doug 
Crosbie and Martin Short setting the early pace at the top of the time screens.  On lap four there was 
a brief spin for the ever improving Rob Smith, while a lap later, American teenager, Austin Kimberly, 
stopped out on the track with mechanical gremlins that put an end to his qualifying session.  Lap five 
also saw perhaps the key moment of the session, when there was contact between front runners 
Crosbie and Jamie Jardine.  The incident left Jardine stranded on the circuit and forced Crosbie to 
retire to the pit lane.  

The battle for pole was then 
left between Murphy, 
McArthur and Short, with 
Chris Chisnall also 
improving his times as the 
session unfolded to get 
himself in the mix amongst 
the leading drivers.  
However the times were 
exceptionally close between 
all of the top eleven drivers.  
At the chequered flag, it 
was Murphy who managed 
to grab pole from McArthur 
by less than a tenth of a 
second.  Chisnall and Short 
would occupy row two of the 
first race grid, ahead of 
Chris Middlehurst and Nigel 
Doe on the third row.  David’s Dad, Neil McArthur, qualified seventh, ahead of Abdul Ahmed, Crosbie 
and Smith.  Remarkably, just over eight tenths of a second covered all of the top ten qualifiers.  
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Pre-90 Qualifying 

19 cars started the 20 minute Pre-90 qualifying period, with Juiceie Bruceie joining five minutes later 
to make it 20 cars out on track.  Making a welcome racing appearance for the meeting was Medina 
Sport boss, John Loebell, and he quickly showed he has lost none of his ability behind the wheel, by 
setting the pace at the top of the time screens from the start of the session.  Behind Loebell, it was 
Nigel Dolan, Ian Parkington, Andrew Thomas, John Wilkinson and Matt Ridge leading the challenge 
in the opening laps.  Graham Legget was an early spinner in his class E Crossle 25F, while class D’s 
Mike Stewart was an early visitor to the pit lane.  Stewart went back out on track, but was soon to 
return to the pits, with mechanical problems putting an end to his qualifying session. 

By the half session point, Loebell 
continued to dominate, with a 
fastest lap nearly half a second 
quicker than his closest rival!  
Dolan, Parkington and Thomas 
were the next quickest, with class 
E’s Colin Williams putting in a very 
impressive performance to be 
sitting in a provisional fifth place for 
the first race grid.  Williams 
continued to push hard, with a brief 
spin as the session continued, 
meanwhile his fellow class E 
competitor, Stuart Dix, was much 
less fortunate.  A major drive train 
failure forced Dix to retire his 
stunning Cooper Chinook at the 
exit of Church corner; sadly 
spelling the end of the Stoke on 
Trent driver’s race meeting.   

At the end of the session, Loebell took a well deserved pole position, with Parkington just edging 
ahead of Dolan for second in the latter part of the session.  Thomas and Williams qualified fourth and 
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fifth, with Jeff Hodgson and Mario Sarchet in sixth and seventh.  Wilkinson, Ridge and Phil Nelson 
completed the top ten qualifiers.   

 

 

Post-89 Race 1 

Conditions were cloudy and rather cooler for the meeting’s first Post-89 race on Good Friday.  Austin 
Kimberly unfortunately encountered electrical problems on the green flag and was unable to take to 
the grid.  After a short delay while Kimberly’s car was recovered from the circuit, the grid was 
reformed and the race ready to start.  Pole man, John Murphy, got away well to take up the race lead, 
however David McArthur alongside him was a little slower off the line, allowing Martin Short to get 
past him into to second place. 

On the opening lap, Chris 
Middlehurst was a spinner at 
Rocket, resulting in contact 
with class B’s Nigel Doe.  The 
incident sadly spelt the end of 
Doe’s race, and while 
Middlehurst was able to 
continue, he was 
subsequently called into the 
pit lane by the scrutineers to 
have the damage to his nose 
section temporarily repaired 
before he continued in the 
race.  In the early stages, the 
battle for the lead developed 
into a four way affair between Murphy, Short, Chris Chisnall and David McArthur.  Neil McArthur was 
running in fifth, while Jamie Jardine and Doug Crosbie, both of whom started further down the grid 
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than normal following their collision in qualifying, were in sixth and seventh.  The battle for eighth was 
between Daniel Headlam and Rob Smith. 

As the race unfolded, Kimberly was able to join the proceedings from the pit lane after his earlier 
problem on the green flag lap.  At the head of the field, the four car lead group had split into two pairs, 

with Murphy and Short breaking 
away from Chisnall and David 
McArthur.  Further back, Crosbie 
had closed right in on the 
gearbox of Jardine, while a battle 
for tenth had developed between 
teammates Vincent Jay and 
Abdul Ahmed.  On lap seven, 
Headlam retired his Van Diemen 
with clutch problems just after the 
Banking.  A lap later, an 
understandably frustrated Short 
was forced to retire from the 
battle for the lead with gear 
linkage problems.  Short’s 
retirement left Murphy with a 
clear lead, while David McArthur 
was challenging Chisnall hard for 
second position. 

Crosbie’s pressure on Jardine finally paid off as he took fifth place, and then quickly set about closing 
in on Neil McArthur in fourth.  At the chequered flag, Murphy took the race win by nearly four seconds 
from Chisnall, with David McArthur taking the third step on the podium.  Neil McArthur finished fourth, 
with Jardine taking fifth, after Crosbie lost ground in the closing stages and fell back behind him to 
finish in sixth just ahead of Smith.  Ahmed, Jay and Middlehurst completed the ten race finishers, 
while Short earned a small consolation for his non-finish by taking the fastest lap points.  
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Pre-90 Race 1  

With Stuart Dix’s meeting 
unfortunately over during 
qualifying, it was a grid of 19 
cars that lined up for the first of 
three Pre-90 races.  As the red 
lights dimmed, John Loebell led 
away from the front of the grid, 
with second place qualifier, Ian 
Parkington, dropping in behind 
him.  Andrew Thomas got the 
better start of the row two men; 
moving into third place ahead of 
Nigel Dolan.  Parkington’s race 
would however sadly prove to 
be a short one, and in the run 
up to Rocket his car slowed and 
the class D Reynard was forced 
into retirement.  Sheared 
flywheel bolts were subsequently traced as the source of the problem. 

Parkington’s retirement left Loebell with a small lead over the rest of the field.  Thomas and Dolan 
continued to battle for second, while a short way behind them; the duel for third was between Jeff 
Hodgson and Colin Williams.  There then followed a fantastic pack of six cars all battling for sixth spot 
– made up of Mario Sarchet, Matt Ridge, John Wilkinson, Mike Mullins, Phil Nelson and Barry 
Thompson.  Further back, Mike Stewart was starting to make his way through the field, having started 
out of position at the very back of the grid after his earlier problems in qualifying.  At the end of lap 
two, Ridge’s race came to a premature end as he was forced to retire his Van Diemen onto the grass 
opposite the pit lane.   

Loebell continued to lead the race at the head of the field, meanwhile Hodgson had pulled clear of 
Williams to secure fourth position, and then set about closing in on the Thomas/Dolan tussle for 
second.  Stewart continued to 
work his way through the field, 
with Juiceie Bruceie also 
making progress from a lower 
than normal seventeenth 
place grid slot start.  However 
the Welshman’s race would 
subsequently come to an end 
after five laps with suspension 
problems on his Reynard.  
Back amongst the leaders, 
Thomas was coming under 
huge pressure from the 
experienced Dolan, and it 
proved to be only a matter of 
time before Dolan managed to 
move up into second place.  
Dolan then began to pull 
clear, leaving Thomas to 
subsequently come under pressure from both Hodgson and Williams; the latter having managed to 
get himself back on the tail of Hodgson.   
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The battle for sixth was now between Sarchet, Wilkinson and Mullins, while the ninth place race was 
another three way affair; between Nelson, Thompson and Stewart.  Meanwhile Graham Legget and 
David Gavan were in close quarters for thirteenth spot.  On lap nine of the race, Hodgson managed to 
pass Thomas to move into third place.  A lap later it was unfortunate to see Mullins retiring at the exit 
of Church corner, the Cheshire driving having been running strongly after a somewhat troubled start 
to the season at the opening meeting.  Stewart continued to make progress in the latter half of the 
race, passing both Thompson and Nelson, to get himself into eighth. 

In the closing minutes of the race Dolan closed the gap on Loebell, but the leader looked to have the 
situation well under control, and Loebell took the chequered flag to earn an impressive and well 
deserved race win and fastest lap award.  Dolan took the second step on the podium, with Hodgson 
the third.  Thomas finished fourth, ahead of the class E PRS of Williams in a very credible fifth.  
Sarchet took sixth ahead of Wilkinson, with Stewart and Nelson in eighth and ninth, and Phil Bisgrove 
getting the better of Thompson to finish tenth. 

 

      

Post-89 Race 2  

Race conditions for the first of Saturday’s two Post-89 events were somewhat different to the previous 
day, with a very damp track and light rain greeting the competitors as they left the assembly area.  
The changed conditions necessitated two green flag laps for the competitors to familiarise themselves 
with the conditions – the reduced grip levels clearly highlighted by a spin for the pole man, John 
Murphy, during the green flag laps.  Once the race did get underway, Murphy made a reasonable 
start, but it was second place man on the grid, Chris Chisnall, who made the stronger getaway to grab 
the race lead.  Also starting well were Chris Middlehurst and Doug Crosbie, both making up places 
away from the grid. 
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The opening lap saw a spin and continue for Vincent Jay at the Corkscrew section, while a lap later 
Crosbie continued on from his superb start by passing Middlehurst in the run up to Rocket to take 
fourth position.  Chisnall was leading the race, a short way ahead of Murphy, with Jamie Jardine not 
far behind in third.  Next on track was the Crosbie and Middlehurst battle for fourth, while behind them 
was a five car train for sixth, made up of David McArthur, Martin Short, Neil McArthur, Rob Smith and 
Abdul Ahmed.  The McArthurs had not had the best start to their races from third and forth on the grid, 
while Short was making good progress coming through the field, having started at the back of the grid 
after his non-finish in the previous day’s race. 

On lap four of the race, Murphy 
grabbed the lead from Chisnall 
with an out-braking move in the 
run up to Rocket corner.  
Further back the damp 
conditions were proving tricky 
for everyone, with spins for both 
Crosbie and Ahmed.  Neil 
McArthur also found himself 
loosing ground on the group 
around him, leaving David 
McArthur, Short and Smith to 
close in on Middlehurst in fourth.  
However Short was undoubtedly 
the man on the move in the 
group, quickly passing both 
McArthur and Middlehurst in 
quick succession, and setting 
the provisional fastest lap in the 
process. 

In the second half of the race Crosbie had his second spin of the event, while Ahmed found himself 
without a nose cone on his Ray GRK09.  At the head of the field, Jardine was closing in on the 
leading pair, while Short was now occupying a comfortable fourth spot, leaving the battle for fifth to be 
between David McArthur, Middlehurst and Smith.  Meanwhile there was also a very close three car 
tussle taking place for eighth place between the recovering Ahmed, Neil McArthur and Austin 
Kimberley.   

In the closing stages, Chisnall 
got several good runs on the 
race leader, but Murphy 
defended well to keep his 
position.  However, on the very 
last lap of the race, Chisnall’s 
pressure finally paid off and he 
managed to take the lead 
through the Banking.  So it was 
Chisnall who crossed the line 
first to take the win ahead of 
Murphy, with Jardine in third 
and Short in fourth; also both in 
close contention at the end of 
the race.  David McArthur won 
the battle for fifth, with 
Middlehurst finishing sixth and 
Smith in seventh.  Ahmed, Neil 
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McArthur and Kimberley completed the top ten finishers, with Short taking a well deserved fastest lap 
award for a great drive from the back of the grid.      

 

 

Pre-90 Race 2 

The tricky damp conditions continued for the second Pre-90 race of the meeting.  When the red lights 
went out, it was Nigel Dolan, second on the grid, who made a great getaway to jump into the race 
lead ahead of pole sitter, John Loebell.  Also starting well was Matt Ridge at the back of the grid, and 
by the end of the second lap, the class D man had made it all the way up to sixth position.  Regular 
front runner, Ian Parkington, was also starting at the back of the grid after engine problems the 
previous day.  His meeting looked to be over then, however the marvellous paddock camaraderie of 
the Northern Championship shone through, and the Doug Crosbie team were quick to lend Parkington 
their spare engine.  

Having been beaten off the line, 
Loebell was setting about closing in 
on the race leader, Dolan.  
Meanwhile the damp conditions 
were really suiting the older class E 
Crossle 25F of Graham Legget; 
running in a very impressive fifth 
position.  Legget was part of a 
fantastic train of seven cars, all 
potentially in contention for third 
position.  Also in this group were 
Jeff Hodgson, Andrew Thomas, 
Ridge, Mario Sarchet, Parkington 
and Mike Stewart.  As great to 
watch as this train of cars was, 
such close racing in slippery 
conditions was always going to be  
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risky, and unfortunately subsequent contact would see Legget out of the race with a damaged 
exhaust manifold.   

On lap five of the race, Loebell 
spotted his opportunity and 
passed Dolan to take the lead.  
Behind them, the race had divided 
up into a number of two cars 
duels.  Thomas and Parkington 
were battling for third, Ridge and 
Sarchet for fifth, Stewart and 
Hodgson for seventh, and John 
Wilkinson and Phil Bisgrove for 
ninth.  There was then a four car 
dice for eleventh place, made up 
of the class D’s of Juiceie Bruceie 
and Phil Nelson, and the class E’s 
of Steve Cole and Colin Williams. 

By half race distance, Loebell was 
opening up a small advantage over Dolan, while Parkington had passed Thomas coming out of the 
last corner to take third spot.  In the laps that followed, there were separate spins for Bruceie, 
Bisgrove and Dave Beechey, meanwhile Hodgson was making good progress through the field, 
passing Stewart, Sarchet and Ridge, before beginning to close in on Thomas in fourth.  An 
unfortunate late casualty was Parkington, the Barrowford driver understandably being cautious and 
retiring to the pit lane when he became unsure about the condition of his borrowed engine.   

At the chequered flag Loebell took his second win of the meeting, with the other steps on the podium 
also being repeated - Dolan finished in second place and Hodgson in third, having got the better of 
fourth place finisher, Thomas.  Sarchet got ahead of Ridge to take fifth place and second in class D, 
with Stewart in seventh finishing the race right on Ridge’s gearbox.  Williams took the class E honours 
with his eighth place finish, while Wilkinson and Nelson rounded out the top ten. Loebell added to his 
ever growing points tally by also taking the fastest lap award.  
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Post-89 Race 3  

The meeting’s third and final Post-89 race was gridded based on the drivers’ second fastest lap in the 
previous day’s qualifying session, and as a result saw a first pole position for Medina Sport’s David 
McArthur.  It was however the man alongside him on the grid, John Murphy, who made the better 
start when the race got underway; moving straight into the lead.  McArthur then found himself coming 
under immediate pressure from Martin Short and the fast starting Nigel Doe from the third row of the 
grid. 

The track conditions were 
again damp with light rain 
falling, and Dan Headlam was 
an early spinner at Rocket on 
the opening lap of the race.  A 
lap later, McArthur ran wide 
onto the grass exiting Church 
corner; dropping him down the 
running order and allowing 
Chris Chisnall to take up the 
race lead.  Also on lap two, 
contact between Abdul Ahmed 
and Chris Middlehurst at the 
Banking corner saw both 
drivers subsequently out of the 
race.  On lap three of the race, 
Vincent Jay was a spinner on 
the fast exit of Church corner. 

As the race unfolded Chisnall set about opening up a small lead over the battle for second place 
between Murphy and Short.  In third place, and closing in on the second place duel, was Jamie 
Jardine who was making superb progress through the field having started the race from twelfth on the 
grid.  Doe was running in fourth spot, ahead of the four way battle for fifth between Doug Crosbie, Neil 
McArthur, David McArthur and Austin Kimberley.  Rob Smith was in tenth place, with Jay and 
Headlam in close quarters for eleventh.   

Despite battling 
amongst 
themselves, the 
four car train for fifth 
place managed to 
catch up with and 
all pass Doe, 
raising the question 
whether the 
Nottingham driver 
was encountering a 
problem with his 
Van Diemen.  
Meanwhile Jardine 
had now made it a 
clear three way 
race for second 
place, while the 
unfortunate Crosbie 
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found himself out of the race at Peel corner.  David McArthur in fifth was also pushing hard, running 
wide over the kerbs at the exit of the final corner.  Headlam also found his way onto these kerbs, 
tipping him into a spin that resulted in light contact with the pit wall.  Fortunately the well travelled 
Surrey driver was able to recover and rejoin the race.  Chisnall continued to lead the race, ahead of 
the Murphy/Short/Jardine battle for second.  David McArthur continued to hold fifth position, with Neil 
McArthur, Austin Kimberly and Nigel Doe all in close contention for sixth.  Smith in ninth place was 
also closing in fast on them. 

Chisnall maintained his lead to the chequered flag to take a popular and well deserved race win and 
fastest lap.  Murphy got the best of the battle for second, with Short finishing third and Jardine fourth.  
David McArthur took fifth position, while a late charge from Smith saw the Shropshire driver claim a 
sixth place finish.  Doe took seventh spot, with Neil McArthur, Kimberly, Headlam and Jay completing 
the race finishers.  

 

 

Pre-90 Race 3  

After a damp and drizzly day of racing, the conditions began to dry out for the last of the three Pre-90 
races.  Pole position man, John Loebell, continued his excellent performance at the meeting with a 
strong start to ensure he lead the field away.  However, two corners later he found himself relegated 
to second place by a very brave over-taking move from Nigel Dolan round the outside of Church 
corner.  At the next corner, Rocket, the following pack of cars all poured into a narrowing space, and 
the unfortunate Andrew Thomas found himself being hit and put out of the race. 

Third place man Mario Sarchet also received a tap from behind during the opening lap exchanges.  
The resulting damage to his rear steering arm forced his Van Diemen into a spin on the high speed 
exit of Church corner on lap 2.  Loebell, now running in fourth position, did remarkably well to avoid 
the spinning Sarchet although was forced to take to the grass in avoidance.  Second place was being 
occupied by Colin Williams, a truly exceptional performance by the class E competitor, who was 
actually starting to challenge for the race lead. 
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By the end of the second 
lap, class D’s Matt Ridge 
was sadly out of the 
race.  And by the end of 
the third lap, Williams 
had got the better of 
Dolan to take on the race 
lead.  Behind the lead 
pair, the battle for third 
was a three way affair 
between Juiceie Bruceie, 
John Wilkinson and Jeff 
Hodgson.  Mike Stewart 
was running in relatively 
clear air in sixth, ahead 
of Phil Bisgrove, Phil 
Nelson and Sarchet all 
challenging for seventh.  
A little further back there 
was also a great four car 
train taking place for 

tenth spot; between the recovering Loebell, Barry Thompson, David Gavan and Mike Mullins.   

Williams continued to lead the race until a brief spin coming down the Corkscrew section dropped the 
Stockport driver back to second behind Dolan.  Hodgson had got the best of the battle for third place 
and was starting to close in on the lead pair; setting a provisional fastest lap in the process.  However, 
by the time the race had entered its second half, the fastest lap honours were back with Loebell as he 
continued to move back through the field after his earlier excursion on to the grass.  The battle for 
tenth place was still a four way affair, but it was now between Nelson, Mullins, Thompson and Gavan. 

Hodgson managed to close right in on second place man Williams, but then a spin at the Banking 
section dropped him back into the clutches of Loebell, Bruceie and Stewart; making a four car train for 
the third step on the podium.  Dolan continued to comfortably hold the race lead, but in the latter part 
of the race he then suffered an uncharacteristic spin at the bottom of the Corkscrew.  The Birmingham 
driver was unable to rejoin the race and it soon became clear that some form of suspension failure 
was behind his retirement.   

Dolan’s retirement left 
Williams to take up the race 
lead and carry it to the 
chequered flag for both a 
popular, and quite possibly 
unprecedented, overall Pre-
90 race win by a class E 
car.  Hodgson claimed 
second spot, with Bruceie 
finishing in third just two 
tenths of a second ahead of 
Loebell.  Loebell also 
collected the fastest lap 
points, posting a new class 
C lap record for the Coastal 
configuration of the 
Anglesey Circuit in the 
process.  Stewart in fifth 
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was less than half a second behind Loebell, with Wilkinson and Sarchet claiming the next two 
finishing positions.  Bisgrove, Nelson and Mullins completed the top ten across the line.           

 

 

Trophy Winners 
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The competitors left Anglesey at the end of Easter Saturday, with the organisers pleased that the first 
triple header event for the BRSCC FF1600 Northern Championship had received strong support from 
a large proportion of the paddock. 

 

Matt Hawkins: Coordinator – Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship  
(mj.hawkins@btinternet.com) 
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