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2011 Avon Tyres BRSCC Northern Championship: Rounds 6 & 7 
Venue: Donington Park                                                   Date: 14th & 15th May 2011 
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Introduction 

Rounds six and seven of the 2011 Avon Tyres BRSCC Northern FF1600 Championship saw the 
competitors taking a trip away from the usual “home” circuits of Oulton Park and Anglesey; for a visit 
to Donington Park in the East Midlands.  The meeting also counted as rounds of both the BRSCC’s 
FF1600 National and Triple Crown Championships.  The format for the double header was a 
qualifying session and a race for each of Post-89 and Pre-90 on Saturday, followed by a second race 
for each category on Sunday.  Grids for the second races were decided by the race one finishing 
positions.  

Pre-90 Qualifying 

A strong field of 22 cars left the pit lane for the Pre-90 qualifying session in windy and dry conditions, 
but with some very threatening rain clouds looming.  Early pace in the session was set by 
championship front runners, John Loebell and Nigel Dolan; however teammates Mike Stewart and 
Ryan Dignan, along with Mario Sarchet and Chris Stones, were also amongst the early names 
towards the top of the timing screens.   

Although the session was for a 
longer than normal 30 minute 
duration, the strong likelihood of 
rain at some point ensured all the 
drivers were keen to post quick 
times early on.  It soon became 
clear that Loebell was going to be 
the man dominating the session, 
posting an incredible 2.5 second 
advantage over Stones, who was 
now second quickest on the track.  
Also challenging for second on the 
grid was another 2011 Pre-90 front-
runner, Jeff Hodgson. Meanwhile, 
class C’s Andrew Thomas was also 
steadily moving up the order into 
the lead group in his 1989 

Reynard.  Other Reynard drivers also performing well were previous champion, Ian Parkington, and 
long time Welsh competitor, Juiceie Bruceie. 

With seven lap times posted for most of the field, Loebell continued to dominate with the only sub 1 
minute 17 second lap time.  He was a hugely impressive 1.8 seconds quicker than the experienced 
Stones, who in turn was two thirds of a second ahead of Parkington.  As the session entered its 
second half the inevitable rain began to fall; getting heavier as the laps unfolded.  There was a mixed 
response from the drivers, with some returning to the pit lane as the times dropped off, while others 
stayed out for some wet weather track experience, given that a wet race later in the day was a distinct 
possibility.  At the end of the session, Loebell took pole, with Stones alongside him on the front row of 
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the grid.  Parkington and Bruceie were on row two, with Thomas and Hodgson occupying row three.  
Dolan qualified seventh, with Andrew MacGregor, Stuart Dix and Mario Sarchet completing the top 
ten qualifiers.  

Post-89 Qualifying 

The rain had stopped in plenty of time for the start of the 20 car, 30 minute Post-89 qualifying session, 
but track conditions remained tricky, and there were still plenty of clouds in the sky.  The early battle 
for pole was a two way affair between Rob Smith and Martin Short, the two Van Diemen drivers 
trading the top spot a number of times in the opening laps.  Also towards the top of the timing screens 
were Oliver White, Chris 
Chisnall, Mike Bennett and 
John Murphy. 

As the session progressed, it 
quickly became clear that we 
were on course for a weekend 
of very close Post-89 FF1600 
racing.  As well as Smith and 
Short, the provisional top spot 
was also occupied at various 
times by White, Chisnall and 
Bennett.  There were only 
fractions of a second 
differences in the times being 
posted by the leading group of 
drivers.  Also performing well 
amongst the ever changing top 
ten order were class A’s Chris 
Middlehurst, Andrew Jones and Gaius Ghinn, as well as Oliver Bull, Nigel Doe and Luke Cooper in 
their class B machinery. 
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By the time the chequered flag was waived, it was Short who had won a hard fought battle for pole to 
take his first ever start at the front of the grid in the championship.  Apart from Short, the only other 
driver to break below the 1 minute 16 second barrier was Smith alongside him on the grid.  Bennett 
and Murphy qualified on row two, with Middlehurst and Jones taking up the grid slots on row three.  
Chisnall, White, Ghinn and Bull rounded out the top ten, with unbelievably just 0.98 seconds covering 
the top twelve drivers on the grid. 

Pre-90 Race 1 

After the rain during the second part of the qualifying period earlier in the day, the first Pre-90 race got 
underway in dry, but cloudy, conditions.  The first two rows of the grid got away down towards 
Redgate in the order in which they qualified, with John Loebell ahead of Chris Stones, Ian Parkington 

and Juiceie Bruceie.  As the field 
poured round the first corner, 
there was contact in the pack 
between Andrew Thomas and 
Andrew MacGregor.  Both cars 
spun and managed to get going 
again, however Thomas pulled 
into the pits and out of the race 
at the end of lap two, with 
damage to the right rear corner.  
MacGregor managed to carry on 
a little further, but unfortunately 
he was also out of the race, out 
on the circuit, after five laps.  
 
Mike Stewart was forced to start 
the race from the pit lane after 
an unfortunate problem during 
the pre-race noise testing.  

However the Bramhall driver is a regular top ten finisher and class D trophy winner, and so was sure 
to be one to watch coming through the field.  As the early laps unfolded, Loebell continued to show 
the exceptional pace he had displayed in qualifying, by quickly establishing a comfortable four second 
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lead over second place man, Stones.  Jeff Hodgson had got himself into third position; meanwhile 
Bruceie’s strong start would come to a premature end, with him out of the race after seven laps.   
 
Behind the relatively well 
spaced lead trio, the battle for 
third was a three way affair 
between Nigel Dolan, 
Parkington and Ryan Dignan.  
Relative newcomer, Dignan, is 
making great progress at the 
moment; as highlighted by his 
sixth place in the running 
order, from twelfth on the grid 
at the start.  Elsewhere the 
battle for twelfth place was 
between Graham Legget, John 
Wilkinson and John Stewart, 
while Trevor Morgan and 
David Gavan were dicing for 
fifteenth spot.    
 
With the race into its second half, Stones was clearly using all of the track and trying hard to catch 
Loebell.  However, the race leader was in fine form, and continued to gradually extend his advantage.  
Stewart had made good progress through the field, but had clearly been held up somewhat behind 
Bruceie.  However the Welshman’s early exit from the race released Stewart, who quickly closed in 
on, and then passed, Stuart Dix running in eighth place.  Although having originally started further 
down the grid than he would have liked, Dolan had been battling hard all race long.  By lap 12 he had 
made it right onto the gearbox of third place man, Hodgson.  Dolan kept the pressure on, and by the 
end of the lap he had gained the third place position. 
 
At the chequered flag, Loebell took an impressive maximum points’ haul, with a clean sweep of pole 
position, race win and fastest lap.  Stones took second place, with Dolan claiming the final podium 
position.  Hodgson finished fourth, with Parkington taking fifth spot after an eventful second half of the 
race that saw him down in eighth at one stage.  Sarchet took sixth place, with Dignan finishing in a 
credible seventh, ahead of teammate Stewart in eighth.  Dix and Phil Bisgrove completed the top ten 
finishers.   
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Post-89 Race 1  

After earning an incredibly hard 
fought pole position, Martin Short 
experienced some terrible luck at 
the start of the first Post-89 race.  
The Medina Sport driver pulled 
away strongly when the red lights 
went out, however with the 
change into second gear he 
suffered a major engine failure.  
He managed to pull safely off the 
circuit at Redgate corner, and the 
following pack all avoided 
colliding with him.  Short’s demise 
left Mike Bennett to take up the 
early race lead, with John Murphy 
following in a close second place. 

By the end of the second lap, Murphy had managed to take the race lead, leaving Bennett to now 
battle with Rob Smith for second place.  The action then continued thick and fast, and a lap later it 
was Bennett back in the race lead, with Smith grabbing second spot from Murphy with a great move 
up the inside of Redgate corner.  Not far behind, eighth place starter, Oliver White, was also on the 
move having got himself up into fifth position.  The entertainment was however certainly not restricted 
to the front of field, with seventeenth place runner, Abdul Ahmed, setting a provisional fastest lap time 
on lap four of the race.  
 
As the race progressed, the front of the field developed into two, three-way battles, with Murphy, 
Bennett and Smith going for the lead, and White, Chris Chisnall and Gaius Ghinn fighting over fourth 
position.  Further back in the order, Vincent Jay’s race came to an early end with a trip into the gravel 
trap at McLeans.  The close racing amongst the front pack remained relentless, with Bennett and 
Murphy running side-by-side down the start/finish straight for the lead, but now being followed by 
Ghinn who had worked his way into third spot.  Amongst all the action, Ghinn obviously had a small 
excursion somewhere out on the circuit, and at the end of lap eight he came into the pits with a cone 
stuck under his car, and unfortunately his race proved to be over.   
 

By the time the race was into its 
second half, lead group had grown 
again.  The ever improving Chris 
Middlehurst, son of former British 
Touring Car driver Andy, had got 
himself right into the mix at the front 
of the race, while both Oliver Bull 
and Jamie Jardine were also well in 
the hunt for a top six finish.  With 
Bennett in the lead, Smith moved 
up the inside of Murphy at Redgate, 
meanwhile Middlehurst got up the 
inside of both them at the same 
time to take up second place.  
Middlehurst continued to push hard 
and then managed to go one better 
into the race lead with an over-
taking move at the Old Hairpin.   
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The dicing continued all the way to chequered flag, and in the end it was White who crossed the line 
first to win one of the best Post-89 races seen for many seasons.  A delighted Murphy took second 
place, ahead of Middlehurst in third, with just two thirds of a second covering the podium finishers.  
Bennett took fourth, with Smith in fifth and Bull in sixth place.  Jardine and Chisnall took seventh and 
eighth respectively, with Nigel Doe and Luke Cooper completing the top ten.  After posting a 
provisional fastest lap early on in the race, Ahmed managed to hold on to take the award with a sub 1 
minute 16 second time on his penultimate lap.     

Pre-90 Race 2  

The start of Sunday’s 20 minute Pre-90 race saw the competitors facing a track that was wet in 
places, and there was some light drizzle falling.  Pole position man, John Loebell, made a clean start 
to the race, moving straight into the lead.  Chris Stones alongside him on the grid had a less 
successful start, finding himself back down in forth position behind Nigel Dolan and Ian Parkington as 
the field made its way through the first corner.  Class D’s Mike Stewart had the most unfortunate start; 
running off the circuit at Starkeys Bridge on the opening lap, and sadly out of the race.    
 

In the opening laps, Loebell and 
Dolan pulled out a small 
advantage over Parkington 
running in third.  Class C man 
Stones in fourth found himself 
coming under a lot of pressure 
from the Class E Crossle of 
Graham Legget, the older 
chassis always performing well 
in damp conditions.  The battle 
for sixth was developing into a 
four way affair between Jeff 
Hodgson, Mario Sarchet, Stuart 
Dix and Ryan Dignan.  The 
close racing then continued all 
the way through the field, with 
Trevor Morgan and John 
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Wilkinson in close quarters for twelfth, and a six car train for fifteenth place made up of Juiceie 
Bruceie, David Gavan, Mike Mullins, Roy MacGregor, David Beechey and Steve Cole.  
 
Dolan was challenging Loebell very hard for the race lead, setting a provisional fastest lap time in the 
process, and forcing Loebell to drive a very defensive race.  Legget continued to challenge Stones for 
fourth, and the in the process, the pair managed to get themselves onto the back of third place man 
Parkington.  Behind them it was now Sarchet and Dignan battling for sixth, who had now pulled away 
from Dix and Hodgson, but had been joined by Andrew MacGregor.  In the laps that followed, 
Parkington responded to the pressure from Stones and Legget by upping his pace and pulling out an 
advantage once again.  After a very impressive drive in the tricky conditions, Legget was 
unfortunately forced pull out of the race at the Fogarty Esses Chicane after seven laps.  
 
With the race into its final five 
minutes, there was still plenty of 
entertainment throughout the 
field.  Dix and Andrew 
MacGregor were in close 
quarters for seventh position, 
while tenth was now a four way 
affair between Andrew Thomas, 
John Stewart, Trevor Morgan 
and John Wilkinson.  After his 
non-finish the previous day, 
Thomas started the race at the 
back of the grid and had been 
making consistent progress up 
the order throughout, and was 
well on course for a top ten 
finish.  Back at the front of the 
race, the decisive moment came 
on lap eleven when Dolan’s pressure finally paid off and he grabbed the race lead at Starkeys Bridge 
as the lead pair were passing back markers.  Two laps later, the unfortunate Parkington was out of 
the race in the McLeans gravel trap, with just one lap of the race left to run. 
 
Dolan hung onto the lead until the end of the race to take a very well deserved win.  Loebell finished 
second with Stones in third place, to ensure the same three drivers were on the podium as the 
previous day.  Dignan once again impressed, and finished in a very strong fourth spot, ahead of 
Sarchet, Hodgson and Thomas.  Morgan, John Stewart and Wilkinson completed the top ten, with the 
fastest lap points going to Loebell for his penultimate lap time.  The weekend’s results meant Loebell 
left Donington Park as the Northern Championship leader, ahead of Hodgson and Dolan in the table. 
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Post-89 Race 2 

For Sunday’s Post-89 race, the grid 
also included Doug Crosbie; the 
Cheshire student having missed the 
previous day’s race because of 
sitting a University exam.  Crosbie 
would be starting at the back of the 
grid along with his regular sparring 
partner, Martin Short.  The pair 
would undoubtedly be ones to watch 
as they worked their way through 
the field.  When the red lights went 
out the front row starters, Oliver 
White and John Murphy, both made 
clean starts.  They then quickly 
established a small advantage over 
the chasing pack. 

In the laps that followed, White and Murphy were racing very hard, but very fair, with the pair side-by-
side at several points around the circuit.  Their battling did however have the inevitable consequence 
of allowing the following group, headed by Chris Middlehurst, to close right back in on them.  The 
spectators were then treated to the truly wonderful site of a nine car train for the race lead.  Behind 
White, Murphy and Middlehurst, were Mike Bennett, Rob Smith, Oliver Bull, Andrew Jones, Chris 
Chisnall and Jamie Jardine. 

Middlehurst was looking 
particularly quick, and the 
youngster grabbed the 
opportunity to take second spot 
from Murphy at Redgate corner.  
Murphy was however not going 
to relinquish the place easily, 
and later the same lap, moved 
back ahead of Middlehurst.  The 
following pack inevitably began 
to separate a little in the 
following laps.  Jardine was 
unfortunately out of the race 
after six laps, leaving Chisnall 
and Jones to be joined by Luke 
Cooper in the battle for eighth.  
Behind them Gaius Ghinn was 
fighting with the recovering 
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Short over eleventh place, while Nigel Doe, Austin Kimberly and Crosbie were in a three way tussle 
for thirteenth. 

The action continued as the race progressed, with spins for Chisnall and Cooper at the Old Hairpin, 
the latter sadly being forced to retire from the race.  Murphy eventually managed to break away from 
the attentions of Middlehurst, and closed back in on the leader, White.  However on lap ten Murphy 
also had a spin at the Old Hairpin, dropping him down to fourteenth in the order and ending any 
chance of a podium finish.  Short contined to put in a very impressive drive, and was now up to sixth. 

In the closing stages it was Abdul Ahmed, who had been making very consistent progress up the top 
ten during much of the race, who really began to show some pace.  He managed to close right in on 
the gearbox of Middlehurst, pushing him all the way to the chequered flag.  The race win went the 
way of White, to make it a vey impressive double win for the weekend amidst some exceptionally 
close and hard fought racing.  Middlehurst was second, with Ahmed finishing in third.  Bull took fourth 
place, ahead of Bennett, Short and Jones.  Ghinn, Crosbie and Chisnall completed the top ten, with 
Murphy claiming a small consolation in the form of the fastest lap points.  Nonetheless, Murphy left 
Donington Park still in the lead of the Northern Championship, with Jardine in second, and Short and 
Chisnall tied on points in third.         

 

Trophy Winners 
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.Matt Hawkins: Coordinator – Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship  
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