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Introduction 

On July 30, the Avon Tyres BRSCC Northern Formula Ford 1600 Championship made its third visit of 
the season to Oulton Park; for the second double-header event of the year at the Cheshire circuit.  
With strong support from the local drivers, as well as the meeting counting as rounds eight and nine of 
the National championship, the meeting saw a very healthy entry of over fifty FF1600 competitors.  
    
 

Pre-90 Qualifying 

33 competitors took to the Oulton Park circuit for the Pre-90 qualifying session, on a dry track under 
sunny skies.  Championship leader, John Loebell, immediate put himself at the top of the time sheet, 
with Ian Parkington, Mario Sarchet, Juiceie Bruceie and Matt Ridge also amongst the leading group in 
the opening minutes.  Soon also in the mix was former championship runner-up, Stuart Jones, making 
a welcome return to FF1600 racing in the North West. 

As the laps unfolded Loebell continued to dominate the times, and with the session into its second 
half, he broke below the 1 minute 50 second barrier – two seconds clear of his nearest rival.  
Parkington and Jones continued to head the challenge from the rest of the field, with Nigel Dolan and 
Mike Stewart now also amongst the leading group.   

With six minutes of the session 
left, Loebell returned to the pit 
lane, and a couple of minutes 
later he was out of the car; rightly 
confident that no one would beat 
his time.  As the chequered flag 
fell, Parkington took the second 
front row spot alongside Loebell, 
with Jones and Dolan making up 
row two.  Stewart qualified fifth, 
fractionally ahead of fellow class 
D man, Sarchet.  Seventh 
position went the way of visiting 
West Country team boss, Wayne 
Poole, ahead of Ryan Dignan, 
Ridge, and Will Alterman 
completing the top ten on the 
grid.  
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Post-89 Qualifying 

For the Post-89 qualifying session 
there may have been less cars 
present than the Pre-90, but with 
the racing in the category having 
been exceptionally close 
throughout 2011, an interesting 
session was sure to follow.  It was 
the form driver of the moment, 
Chris Middlehurst, who quickly put 
himself at the top of the timing 
screens, but with Martin Short, 
Chris Chisnall, Rob Smith and 
John Murphy all in close 
contention. 
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Middlehurst continued to lead the way through the first half of the session, and then at about half 
distance, there was a short safety car period to recover the stranded Swift of Luke Cooper.  Once the 
safety car was back in the pit lane, Middlehurst once again held station in provisional pole position.  
One of the closest battles was for second spot between Short, Chisnall and Doug Crosbie, who had 
got himself in amongst the lead group.     

Crosbie continued to improve in the latter part of the session, and with four minutes left, he managed 
to grab the top spot from Middlehurst.  Also improving as the session unfolded was Craig Currie, who 
got himself up into a provisional fourth place grid slot.  At the end of the session Middlehurst put in 
one last charge and, for the second meeting in a row, grabbed pole position on his very last lap.  
Crosbie qualified second, ahead of Short, Murphy, Currie, Smith and Chisnall.  Abdul Ahmed, Neil 
Winn and Jamie Jardine completed the top ten qualifiers.   

 

 

Pre-90 Race 1 

The start of the day’s first Pre-90 race saw the glorious sight of a capacity 32 car FF1600 grid lining 
up in the Cheshire sunshine.  There were also three reserves waiting in the wings, and while it is 
never desirable to have drivers in this situation, it is always very welcome to have such a strong race 
entry level.  When the race was started, the front two rows got away in a grid order, with John Loebell 
leading Ian Parkington, Stuart Jones and Nigel Dolan through Old Hall corner on the opening lap. 

Heading down The Avenue for first time, and a mechanical breakage on Loebell’s car pitched him into 
a spin; that also took out the unfortunate Parkington who was right on his tail.  Both drivers were sadly 
out of the race, while Jones dropped down the running order to eighth as a result of the avoiding 
action he was forced to take.  Clearing away the stranded cars necessitated a short safety car period, 
during which Stuart Dix pulled into the pit lane for an extended visit; eventually rejoining the race eight 
minutes from the end. 
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With the safety car period over and proceedings back up to racing speed, it was Dolan who took up 
the race lead, closely pursued by Sarchet.  The pair quickly opened up a small advantage over a 
chasing trio of cars made up of Matt Ridge, Mike Stewart and the recovering Jones.  The next four 
cars – Colin Williams, David Murphy, Will Alterman and Wayne Poole – were relatively comfortably 
spaced out.  However behind them there then followed a fantastic nose-to-tail 10 car train, headed by 
the class D of regular Scottish visitor, Andrew MacGregor. 

Lap six and a spin for Stewart 
dropped him a couple of 
places down the running order 
to sixth.  Meanwhile, Jones 
had got the better of Ridge and 
moved himself up into third 
spot.  The close racing then 
continued on all the way 
through the field, including a 
five way battle for twenty 
second place being lead by a 
very welcome visitor all the 
way from Southern France, 
Pierre Buret.  Also in the group 
were Roy MacGregor, David 
Beechey, Patrick Humphreys 
and Ian Wood. 

As the race progressed through its second half, the leader Dolan began extending his advantage over 
Sarchet in second.  The latter responded to start closing the gap, but then a moment on lap nine saw 
him drop back to fourth place, behind Jones and Ridge.  Behind Sarchet, it was Williams and Stewart 
swopping places in the battle for fifth.  At the chequered flag Dolan took a comfortable race win, some 
6.8 seconds ahead of Jones 
finishing in a very impressive 
second position and first in 
class on his return to racing.  
Ridge took the third step on 
the podium, with Sarchet in 
fourth, and Williams getting 
the better of Stewart in the 
fifth place tussle.  Poole 
finished seventh, with Murphy, 
Alterman and MacGregor 
rounding out the top ten 
finishers.  Although he 
dropped a couple of places in 
the closing stages, Sarchet 
picked up a small consolation 
with the fastest lap bonus 
points.  
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Post-89 Race 1   

At the start of the first Post-89 race, neither of the front row drivers made good attempts to get off the 
line.  Pole sitter, Chris Middlehurst, was rather slow to get away when the red lights went out, while 
Doug Crosbie alongside him had a particularly poor start; finding himself almost immediately back in 
tenth position.  John Murphy also had a problematic start to his race, pulling straight into the pit lane 
with a misfire in the engine of his Van Diemen.  However the strongest start to the race was 
undoubtedly made by Abdul Ahmed, getting himself into third position round the outside of Old Hall 
corner, having started from eighth on the grid. 

As the race developed in the opening laps, the battle for the lead became a three way affair between 
Middlehurst, Martin Short and Ahmed.  Chris Chisnall was a little way behind the lead trio in fourth 
place, and ahead of another three way battle; between the recovering Crosbie, Rob Smith and Craig 
Currie, for fifth position.  The dice for eighth was a five car train made up of Jamie Jardine, Neil Winn, 
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Sam Carrington Yates, Nigel Doe and Luke Cooper.  After his strong qualifying performance earlier in 
the day, Currie’s race sadly came to a premature end at the end of lap four when he retired to the pits. 

Middlehurst began opening 
up a small lead at the head 
of the field as Ahmed and 
Short concentrated on 
battling with each other for 
second.  The pair went side-
by-side down the start finish 
straight and into Old Hall 
corner, and while Ahmed 
held the inside line, Short 
braved it out round the 
outside to hold onto second 
place.  As the race 
approached half distance, 
Murphy rejoined from the pit 
lane; however it quickly 
became clear that he was 
still having problems with his 
engine. 

In the second half of the race, Middlehurst continued to consolidate his lead, while Short and Ahmed 
then found themselves with Crosbie for company in the battle for second.  The spectators and the 
teams on the pit wall held their breath as the trio went three abreast across the start finish line, with 
Crosbie in the middle coming out on top in second place.  Having cleared Short and Ahmed, Crosbie 
then set about trying to close in on Middlehurst.  With such a hard fought battle taking place for 
second, Chisnall and Smith had also managed to get themselves into contention on the back of 
Ahmed’s car.  A little further back, there was another great dice taking place between Winn, 
Carrington Yates, Jardine, Doe and Cooper for seventh position.  Elsewhere, Pete Oldfield and Paul 
Mason were battling for twelfth, and Daniel Headlam and Steve Chapman for fourteenth. 

With five minutes of the race left, Chisnall suffered a spin at Knickerbrook, but then quickly set about 
recovering.  As he did so, he found himself in close quarters with Carrington Yates in the high speed 
approach to Lodge corner.  There was contact between the pair, and both cars left the track at high 
speed.  Chisnall wad stopped 
rapidly in the gravel trap, while 
Carrington Yates was launched 
into a huge end-over-end rollover.  
Fortunately, both drivers avoided 
any serious injuries and walked 
away from the incident, however 
the red flags were brought out and 
the race result was called.  
Middlehurst took the win, ahead of 
Crosbie in second, with Short 
claiming third and the fastest lap 
honours.  Ahmed finished fourth, 
ahead of Smith and the 
impressive Winn; taking a class 
win in only his second meeting.  
Jardine, Doe, Cooper and Oldfield 
rounded out the top ten.     
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Pre-90 Race 2 

The start of the second Pre-90 race again saw the fantastic sight of a capacity grid.  Although a 
couple of drivers had been lost after the first race, this gave Jeff Hodgson and Andrew Thomas the 

opportunity to join the back of 
the grid.  With the grid order 
being decided by the finishing 
results in race one, it was Nigel 
Dolan and Stuart Jones starting 
on the front row of the grid.  
Both drivers got away 
reasonably well at the race start, 
although Jones was a little more 
aggressive and was slowed 
slightly by a little too much 
wheel spin.  The ever 
impressive class E PRS of Colin 
Williams made a great start from 
row three, moving straight into 
third position through Old Hall 
corner. 
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Also starting towards the back of the 32 car grid were John Loebell and Ian Parkington after their 
opening lap exit from the first race.  At the end of lap one, Parkington was up to twentieth place, and 
Loebell was in seventeenth, having passed virtually half the field in a single lap.  A lap later, and 
Loebell had continued his exception start, having got himself up to eleventh place.  At the head of the 
race, Dolan opened up a small advantage over Jones, who then responded to close right back in on 
the leader’s gearbox.   

On lap three, Jones managed 
to take the lead from Dolan.  
Behind the lead pair, the 
battle for third was a great six 
car dice between Williams, 
Mario Sarchet, Matt Ridge, 
Wayne Poole, Mike Stewart 
and Will Alterman.  The racing 
was very close between all 
six, and on lap four Sarchet 
had an off at Cascades, but 
was able to immediately rejoin 
albeit further down the 
running order.  Further back 
there was another great multi-
car battle for thirteenth place; 
between David Gavan, Stuart 
Dix, Juiceie Bruceie, Thomas, 
Parkington, Barry Thompson, 
Phil Bisgrove and John Swift. 

Even before the race had reached half distance, Loebell was up to third position, and had clear track 
in front him to close in on second place man Dolan.  Poole was running in fourth, a short way ahead 
of Williams, Ridge, Stewart and Alterman.  Sarchet was then closing in on the group as he recovered 
from his earlier spin.  On lap seven, Loebell caught and passed Dolan to take up second position, 
although it was doubtful he would have the time to catch and overtake Jones, who had a very 
comfortable advantage in the race lead.  This seemed to be confirmed when Loebell car’s developed 
an intermittent misfire for a short period. 

By the start of the last lap, Loebell had however managed to extend his remarkable performance and 
was right alongside leader Jones as the passed the pit wall.  Nonetheless, Jones is also a hugely 
experienced racer, and he managed to drive a great defensive lap to take the race win by just 0.169 
seconds from Loebell.  Dolan in third took the class D win, while Williams in fourth was the class E 
winner.  Ridge finished fifth, ahead of Sarchet, Alterman, and David Murphy.  Stewart finished ninth, 
with Thomas completing the top ten after his start from the back of the grid.  It was no surprise that 
Loebell also took the fastest lap points to add to his tally at the top of the championship table.  The 
day’s results moved Dolan into second place in the points table, ahead of Hodgson in third and 
Sarchet in fourth.   
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Post-89 Race 2  

After the earlier accident in race one, Sam Carrington Yates’s meeting was over due to the extensive 
damage to his car.  However the student UCLAN team worked exceptionally hard to get Chris 
Chisnall out to start race two from the pit lane with just seconds to spare.  For the second time in the 
day, it was Chris Middlehurst and Doug Crosbie starting on the front row of the grid.  However once 
again it was Abdul Ahmed who made by far the best race start; repeating his earlier outside wide line 
through Old Hall on the opening lap, this time taking the race lead. 
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Ahmed’s time in the lead would however be short lived, with Middlehurst retaking the position at 
Knickerbrook later on in the 
opening lap.  Behind Ahmed, it 
was Martin Short running in third 
place.  At the end of lap one, 
John Murphy retired to the pit 
lane, as his engine problems 
once again reoccurred.  As the 
first half of the race unfolded, the 
lead six places developed into 
three separate duels.  
Middlehurst and Ahmed battled 
for the lead, Crosbie and Short 
for third, and Neil Winn and Rob 
Smith for fifth.  Jamie Jardine was 
running on his own in seventh, 
while the battle for eighth was a 
four car dice between Luke 
Cooper, Nigel Doe, Mike Gardner 

and Paul Mason.  Gardner was running in race two after his driver, Craig Currie had opted to 
withdraw after race one. 

By lap three, Chisnall had made it to thirteenth place, after his race start from the pit lane.  Smith had 
got the better of Winn to move into fourth place, leaving the latter to then come under pressure from 
the fast closing Jardine.  At the head of the race, Middlehurst continued to lead from Ahmed, with 
Crosbie in third being the fastest man on the track, and quickly closing in on the lead pair.  By half 
race distance, Crosbie had completely closed the gap, and had managed to pass Ahmed to move into 
second place. 

In the second half of the race, 
Mason pulled off the circuit and 
out of proceedings on lap 
seven, while Pete Oldfield 
retired to the pit lane a lap later 
after light contact with a barrier.  
The hard charging Crosbie was 
closing in on Middlehurst; 
meanwhile a strong finishing 
Smith was rapidly eating into the 
gap to Short ahead of him.  In 
the closing stages Smith tried a 
passing move on the inside line 
at Old Hall, but not for the first 
time in the day, Short did a 
great job of holding the position 
on the outside line.  At the 
chequered flag, Middlehurst 
hung on to make it a double win 
for the day, but only by a mere 0.123 seconds from Crosbie in second, who also took the fastest lap 
award.  Ahmed finished third, with Short taking fourth by just 0.068 seconds from Smith.  Winn in sixth 
took his second class win of the day, with Cooper, Gardner, Jardine and Chisnall completing the top 
ten finishers.  Middlehurst’s remarkable performance at the meeting lifted him four places to the head 
of the Post-89 points table.  Short moves into second place, ahead of Murphy and Jardine.   
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Matt Hawkins: Coordinator – Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship  
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